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Mr I while barren in practical effect,
must be fertile in valuable re;»|i,j suits in the near future. In a

formal way it touched the but%
ton that has set the machinery

Tv of public opinion in motion. It

jS? was a voice crying in the wilJderness. All reforms must
nave an initiative, arm memdispensableprerequisite is to

" get the people to think. With
free thought, free speech and a free press no wrong,

however intrenched and fortified, can endure. The
inertia of"society is hard to overcome; we all are disposedto bear the ills we have rather than fly to thgse
we know not of, but once in motion, the momentum is

irresistible. Whatever the object of hostility, whether

expectorating in public places or holding a race in

slavery, it must go.
The convention was composed of thoughtful, levelheadedmen representing all phases of belief. Nobody

slopped over. There was no heat nor passion, nor any
exhibition of political partisanship. The cranks and

demagogues were absent. The speakers were eminently
sane, and indulged in no threats nor forebodings, nor

pessimism, nor despair. Bryan very sensibly declined to
enter into a tournament of eloquence with Bourke
Cockran for the applause of the groundlings, and the

speeches generally were as calm and practical as the

arguments of lawyers to the court sitting in chambers.
All admitted the gravity of the issue, its novelty and
the absence of precedents. The dangers were conceded,
but there was no denunciation. The consultations of
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£ j Y F any one wish to do God's will he will recognize/ whether my doctrine comes from God or whether

I speak of my own accord." )L 1
CANNOT dissimulate the feel!xld0<ST"5' in^s disgust, of indignation,

Ik V \ v even of despair, which that let11| ter (the Czar's peace p oposal)
has wrought in me. Those
Christians, good, sensible, and

I enl ghtened, who consider murM&fder a frightful crime, none of
ŵhom, with rare exceptions,

tk ...
would harm an animal, are,
however, the same men who,

. w . ».m..Jp when mui'der and crime are

called war, not only recognize destruction, pillage and
assassination as just and lawful, but contribute to those
thefts and massacres, prepare themselves for it, participateand glory in it. However, alway^ and everything,
it is undeniable that the immense mass of those who
practise this pillage and murder, and undergo all the consequencesof it, does not ask for war, does not seek nor
desire it, that it takes part in it only against its will,, becausegome man has placed it in such a position that it
seems to it that its sufferings would be greater if it re-
fused to participate in it. Thus it is that those who exciteto pillage, who prepare massacre, and oblige the
working people to giye themselves to At, are but a notoriousminority, who live in pleasui a/luxury, and idleaesson the labor of workingmen.

If a man is addicted to liquor, and I tell him that he
can rid himself of his intemperance through his own

a meeting of bank directors in their parlor could not
have been more rational and dignified.

But the hardihood and effrontery of ex-Governor
Foster and other advocates of the trusts, in claiming
that while diminishing the cost of production they reducedthe price to consumers, was enough to give the
Statue of Liberty Enlightening the World apoplexy. It
is singular that a debater as shrewd and alert as

Colonel Bryan did not call attention to the fact that
with scarcely an exception the prices of all the great
staples controlled by the trusts have been arbitrarily
raised since the competition has been crushed. It would
be interesting to hear an explanation of the beneficence
of the increase in the price of wire nails from $1.25 to
$3.60 in less-than twelve months; of from 50 to 100 per
cent in wall paper; of 75 per cent in window glass; of
75 per cent in rubber goods. If these philanthropists
diminish the cost of raw material the expense of manufactureand of distribution by consolidation under one

management, how does it happen that the price of
barbed wire, furniture, agricultural implements, and
nearly all the necessaries of life is doubled and

multiplied to the consumer, who gets less for the
raw material and pays more for the manufactured
product?

These altruists who are engaged in business solely
for the advantage of mankind reply'that the rise is
because the demand is greater than the supply.

But do they not deliberately restrict and limit the
supply themselves? If competition were free, demand
and supply would be regulated by the exorable laws
of trade and not by the cupidity and greed of those who
create an arbitrary and artificial scarcity and attribute
it to the prosperity of the country.

:or jfrance.

arisen light! In Zoroasti

irn, the old gods dead; The iEschy
ice is set up. ND the
to light the world. Thrc
zy thought is sand ^
s good They were

shness. The Voice
it Law jt was an e

)n's Weight! Fmnft, ae a
W V^f UJ ^

When star-'ghting up the way when (hu .

hp; down the shrines 0 , ,
_ Smoked, arof old time

eir mighty hearts. HE Goc

Lgypt old; He n<

? to prevent
efforts, if I indicate to him how he must act in order
to succeed, there is hope that he may listen to me;
but if I tell him that his intemperance is a complicated
and difficult problem that we men of science are trying
to resolve in our conferences, well, very likely he will
continue to drink while waiting for the solution of the
nrnKlnw, 3 rni ' * ....

t/ivuicui iv uc uiotuvcmi. xjius ii is cy raise, "civilized"and scientific ways we seek to abolish war
through arbitration, international tribunals, and other
absurdities, and neglect the most evident and the most
simple method. ^Granting that the people who do not
wish for-war ought not to fight, to abolish warfare it
is not necessary to establish either international understandingor arbitration or international tribunals,
but simply to emancipate the people from the trickery
and deceit which enslaves them. The,only way to end
war is for those who do not wish it and who consider
it a sin to participate in it to lay down their arms and
refuse to fight.

They tell us that the misunderstandings which may
arise between governments will be settled by certain
tribunals or by arbitration. But the governments do
not in the least wish the solution of their misunderstandings.On the contrary, if none produce themselvesthey invent them; for it is only through these
misunderstandings with each other that they find pretextto maintain those armies upon which depend their
power.

The governments fear, and ought to fear, those who
refuse to serve. They are afraid of them, because each
leiuacti uumUjisnes trie prestige or rue deception tnrougn
which they hold the people under their domination.
But those who refuse have no reason to fear a governmentwhich asks of them crimes. In refusing militaryservice a man faces fewer i;isks than if he submitto it. The refusal to do military service, and the

9
a
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punisiiment, imprisonment in exile, which is the ^
consequence, often constitute advantageous assur- si
ance against the dangers of the service. In accept- r<
ing ii he may hava to participate in a war for o

very one warm, but as the mercury goes down coal
roes up, and when the thermometer reaches zero there
vill be a famine, because the demand is greater than
he supply.
Meanwhile the condition of millions of laborers,

niners, operatives and factory hands is sinking irreleemablydeeper and deeper in helpless dependence and
lopeless subjection. The wage workers whose livelilooddepends absolutely upon the will of an employer,
ndividual or corporate, who can fix the rate and period
if his compensation, and discharge him at pleasure, is
lot free. .To be free, the citizen must not only have the
egal right, but the opportunity also, and monopoly is
lowly but surely building insuperable barriers which
toverty cannot pass.
From Runnymede to Central Music Hall, Chicago, Is

i far cry, but there has been no moment of that inervalof seven hundred years in which a race has
altered or hesitated in its determination that "no free
nan shall be taken, or imprisoned, or disseized, Or in
.iiy way aesiroyea, or injured, out oy tne lawtut juagaentof his peers, only the law of the land."

It was for this that the Barons bullied King John;
hat Latimer burned; that Cromwell fought; that the
ompact was signed in the cabin of the Mayflower;
hat the Declaration of Independence was written; that
Id John Brown, of Ossawattomie, died; that the legions
f Grant and Sherman and Sheridan marched and conuered;and that Dewey tola Gridley to fire when he
,ras ready.
Lord Chatham said to the people of England that

he rude latinity of the phrase nullus liber homo was

rorth more than all the poetiy of Virgil and Homer
nd all the eloquence of Cicero and Demosthenes.
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hich he has been long prepared, and, during the war,
ke a man condemned to death, he is in the situation of
le who, unless a concurrence of improbable beneficent
rcumstanc.es occurs, will certainly be killed or lamed,
nother danger profitably escaped is that of the deadly
iseases developed by the anti-hygienic conditions
hich military service involves. But the greatest adantageof this refusal is that, whereas the military
;rvice compels a man to pass three or four years of
is life in a vicious society, practising the art of killig,being in the same captivity as if in prison, but
iving, in addition, to dance attendance in a humiliatigand depraved submission, the refusal entails only
nprisonment or exile. This is true in nearly every
ise.
In the second place in refusing military service, one,
range as it may seem, may frequently rely on escapigchastisement, his refusal operating to bring about
le revelation of the governmental trickery; revelation
hich, in a short time, would make impossible any and
1 punishment for such an act. The repetition of
milar acts cannot leave men stupid enough to conibuteto the punishment of those who refuse to parcipatein their oppression.

^ it- 3 -Jii: "
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fe in the civilized world. But it is possible to modify
lem. We have only to obey the fundamental law proaimedthousands of years ago: "Thou shalt not kill."
ikewise is it with the laws of love and of human
aternity. And yet, what do we see? Every European
;nies this divine law, but upon the order of a presisnt,or an emperor, of a minister, of Nicholas or of
William, he dresses himself ridiculously, seizes a
aughtering instrument and cries out: "Here I am,
;ady to outrage, ruin or kill whomsoever shall be
ointed out to naei"

The philosophers, orators, essayists and statesmen
have told the people of the United States so vociferouslysince July 4, 1776, that political liberty was the
medicine which would cure all the diseases and infirmitiesof society that many have accepted it as an article
of faith. But Utopia remains an undiscovered country.

Balzac somewhere writes of the consternation that
would befall the Christian martyrs on the morning of
resurrection if they came forth from their tombs only
to discover that religion was an imposture and there
was no God in Heaven.

Something like this appalling amazement occurs to
those who begin to discern that, although man has at
last emerged from the bloody tumult of history lord of
himself and exempt from all servitudes except those
that are self-imposed, the perplexing enigmas of fata
remain.

Men are politically equal, but there is no equality,
Suffrage is universal, but political power remains in
control of the few. The mines, fields, pastures and
forests of a virgin continent have yielded wealth beyondcomputation, but to the majority of the people
life continues to be an incessant and disheartening
struggle for shelter, food and raiment. The burdens
of the privileges, of society are not equitably distributed.Some have superfluity 'beyond the capacity
of extravagance to squander, and others pray in vain
for daily bread.

In considering these problems the Chicago conventionmade it clear that the hostility to trusts does
not spring from hatred of wealth, but from the convictionthat monopolies are incompatible with democracy,
because they deprive the citizen of liberty, which is his
birthright, and of opportunity, which is his heritage.
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What can a society composed of such men he? Such

a society cannot but be frightful; and so it is!
Awaken, brothers! Do not listen either to those'

scoundrels who from childhood harass you with the
devilish spirit of "patriotism," an enemy to truth and
uprightness and which serves only to take away your
property, your liberty and your dignity; listen not to
those impostors who preach war in the name of a cruel
and revengeful God which they have invented out of a
perverted and false Christianism; and still less listen
to those modern Sadducees who, having for their rea!
aim milV tVlf» rvmtntonan,-,*, 1. *

Luiii&o in tucix present
state, assemble in the name of science and civilization!
and write books and give lectures promising to givethe people a happy and peaceful life without any effort
Do not believe them. Believe only in conscience, whicl
tells you you are neither beasts of burden nor slave3,
but free men responsible for your acts, and consequentlyincapable of becoming murderers, whether of
your own free will or upon order of those who live
nrtlV Y\\r mnrrlor "V"r*ii ^ *

j j.uu jnu&i wai,.e, lur you yourselves
must give an account of all the horrors and insanities
of which you have been guilty. That done, you will
put an end to this disease which you abhor and which
is ruining you.

If you succeed, all these impostors who after having
corrupted you oppress you. will vanish like owls before
the lierht Of dav. Then will he renViTO^ thie new v>nmon

and fraternal life toward which Christianity aspires,
dulled with sufferings, exhausted by lies, and lost in
insoluble contradictions. Let each one fulfil, without
confused and adulterated argument, that which each
day his conscience commands him, and he will recognizethe truth of the gospel: "If any one wish to dc
God's will, he will recognize whether my doctrine comes
from God -r whether I speak of my own accord."


